A LIBERIAN TRIBE *
SHORTLY before the war the Royal Academy of Science at
Gottingen appointed a Commission charged with the duty of
collecting and publishing a series of documents on the history
of religion which should render to students, especially in
Germany, the same sort of service that is rendered to students
among English-speaking peoples by the well-known Sacred
Books of the East. But the scope of the German series (Qudlen
der Religions-Geschichte) is much wider than that of the corre-
sponding English series, for it embraces all the religions of the
world, with the exception of the Bible and Christianity, which
are sufficiently provided for by other institutions. The character
of the works published or contemplated by the Commission is
purely scientific; all apologetic, philosophical, and aesthetic
considerations are rigorously excluded. The aim of the series
is to furnish the student of the history of religion with com-
prehensive and trustworthy materials for carrying out his
inquiries.
The book under review is the ninth of the series. It deals
with the religion and social life of the Kpelle, a tribe of the
negro republic of Liberia, and is all the more welcome because
exact information as to the half-wild tribes of that little-known
region has hitherto been extremely scanty. The author is a
German Protestant pastor, who is already favourably known to
anthropologists by a good book on the Shillook tribe of the
Upper Nile, whom he studied on the spot. He prepared himself
for his work in Liberia by a long preliminary study of the
* Die Kpelle, ein Negerstamm in Liberia, By Diedrich Westermann.
(Gottingen, Vandenhoeck& Ruprecht, 1921.) (The TimesUter&ry
Supplement, May 25,1922.)
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